PROGRAM FOR FIXING THE DUNES OF SALY AND KHININE AND THEIR SURROUNDING LANDS

Name of leading Organization:
Direction des Eaux, Forêts, Chasses et Conservation des Sols (DEFCCS)

The principal characteristic of the zone of Niayes is the dynamics of sand and the economy of water. The crucial problem of the shifting sands which threaten productive land of the market-gardening basins was at the origin, with the support of USAID, ACDI and the UNDP, of significant programmes for fixing the dunes which resulted with a band of filao from 300 to 400 m broad on more than 180 km length, from Dakar to Saint-Louis. 

These interventions continued within the framework of the project CTL (Conservations des terres du Littoral – Littoral  lands conservation) in order to better prepare the populations to deal with the management  and the restoration of the natural environment. 

In spite of these efforts which allowed a relative securisation of the market-gardening and trees productions, Niayes are always threatened by internal dunes like Saly and Khinine  whose progression towards the interior of the grounds fills the fertile depressions and caused a strong rate of renunciation of market-gardening field (about 60%) by the local populations which depended on it. 

This statement does not mean therefore questioning of the granted though the various interventions on the Grande Côte. Only, the on going experience remain fragile and still requires time. 

That is  why, this present program, initiated under the point of view of Clean Development Mecanism (CDM),  will be based on the successful interventions of experiences and will undertake to lead actions of revegetalisation aiming at fixing the dunes of Saly and Khinime like their surrounding soils in order to improve the living conditions of the  populations. 
