Group B: Land Use/Land Cover - Needs & Priorities

INVENTORY OF CURRENT LAND COVER and ADOPTION of STANDARDS

· Status of land cover for the region? GeoCover LC

· Regional datums and projections

· Metadata standards

· Regional land use policy needed?

SENSORS and CLASSIFICATION SCHEMES

· Regional Hierarchical Classification System  (i.e. Anderson levels, FGDC, UNESCO) Islands have different needs. Need to have uniform regional product (seamless, one system, one classification scheme)  that can roll down to the country level

· Identify classification techniques and scheme based on user needs (foresters, agricultural, planners)

· Systematic cloud free mosaic products at 1m, 15m, and/or 30m on a 5-10 year cycle (EDC?) Use the MODIS model (% canopy, NDVI, etc) to develop regional tools.

· Multi-scale issues - Looking at different sensors and determining the cost-effectiveness of each data products (urban needs verses forester needs)

· Use of high resolution imagery (IKONOS, QuickBird) for verification and accuracy assessment

BUILDING IN-COUNTRY CAPACITY
· Survey needs to be conducted in the region - We need to identify what exists and what the needs/capacities are for each country. Try to understand inter-agency collaboration and how it fits into overall national plan for land use management.

· How do you build in-country capacity? $$$ Employees are already overbooked, they are moved to other departments, or leave. Optimal to have an in-country trainers to cross-train different agencies. Needs to be follow up to ensure continuity.

· Identify gaps between data resolution and user needs (foresters and urban planners) What data is needed???

· Need to have application-specific objectives driving your operational needs. Maintenance of software license needs to be built into operational mission and budget

· Identify regional body to conduct image processing needs for each country? Grants for building in-country capacity?

· What are the base data needs? Consistency across the region. Image processing skills in country limited – training needed

INTEGRATION OF EXISTING MODELS 

· Predict urban change/development

· Biodiversity and socio-economic correlations

· Agriculture and forestry

Recommendations

Help change perceptions and assist users in understanding possibilities at the policy level

We the users need to become better advocates – what the bottom line is in dollars/cents

Inventory of LC and regional standards

Survey of needs and development of regional hierarchical classification scheme

Systematic regional base image products

Training and building in-country capacity

Regional plan of action for sustainable land use management (how, what, where, when – how much and who will fund it?)

Applications

Forestry - Disease/Pest/Fire control; management & harvest

Agriculture

Emergency response

Natural Disasters

Medical

Urban & Regional Planning

Illegal settlements

Drug trafficking

Conservation

Protected Areas

Watersheds

Biodiversity

