Report of Working Group D: National Development in Regional Context
1. Interoperability

a. Software compatibility

b. Standards

c. Best practices

d. Training as long-term commitment

i. Possibly long-distance virtual

e. Capacity building, continuous interaction with knowledge providers

2. Political support at regional level

a. Policies

b. Support countries with data issues

c. Caricom standards committee/bureau

3. Caribbean Development Bank
a. Mitigation policy as requisite to obtain funds

4. Regional Policy

a. Can be set through multi-lateral agency

	Issue
	Actions Required

	Regional  Policy
	Identify  issues and the specific mechanisms to enable regional policy (example: Caribbean Development Bank (as requirement to obtain loan) CARICOM:  CROSSQ, etc.)

	Data standards
	Regional participation in global programs, training, institutionalize at the national level

	Software interoperability
	Advocacy at the regional level; vendors actively advertising their OGC compliance; user community feedback 

	Access to satellite data
	Regional purchase with multi-user license at reduced prize; Regional facility (or partnership with existing facility) that provides maintenance and archival of data.

	Common data collection methodologies 
	Regional advocacy and training; regional review process; participation in regional programs

	Linkage with international agencies
	Caribbean representation at the GSDI

	Common tools and information products for national decision making
	Regional advocacy and training; regional review process; participation in regional programs 

	Lack of expertise 
	Shared expertise through Thematic Centers of Excellence;

Database of experts

	Lack of communication and coordination between countries
	Better interaction with the media, Listserve, newsletter, facilitator, workshops

	Lack of national legislation to enable national GI coordinating bodies
	Leverage existing issues and networks to support legislation development; Model legislation

	Lack of coordination among countries to request funds for regional issues 
	Identify mechanisms to obtain funding for the region


