Geospatial Planning Seminar

For the Improved Generation, Integration, and Dissemination of Geospatial Data and Information in Mesoamerica

In Association with a Technical Workshop on Geospatial Technologies 
(scheduled for Nov. 10-26)

Venue: Secretaria Nacional de Ciencia, Tecnologia e Innovacion (SENACYT). 
Panama City.

Dates: November 21, 22.

Accommodation: Trainees and trainers will stay at Hotel Tower House Suites. Calle 51 Este, Bella Vista. http://www.towerhsuites.com/Principal.htm (Rate of approx. 40 US$ for a single room).

For those seeking a less modest hotel, the organizers recommend Hotel El Panama (US$ 60 single room), http://www.elpanama.com/.

Language: The meeting will be conducted in Spanish. Individual translation could be available upon request. Proffesional translation to English could be arranged if enough English-speakers attend.

Participants: We expect participation from senior management representatives from agencies such as: national mapping agencies in Central America, U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) EROS Data Center (EDC), National Imagery and Mapping Agency (NIMA), Instituto Panamericano de Geografía e Historia (IPGH), Comité Permanente para la Infraestructura de Datos Espaciales de las Américas (CP-IDEA), Organization of American States (OAS), World Bank, Agency for Educational Development (AED), World Resources Institute (WRI), Centro Internacional de Agricultura Tropical (CIAT), ESRI, U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), NASA, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), U.S. Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC), U.N Organization for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA), the Inter-american Development Bank (IDB), Centro de Coordinación para la Prevención de los Desastres Naturales en América Central (CEPREDENAC), and others.

Objectives: 

· Learn about on-going and recent geospatial initiatives in the region, their scope, needs, and potential synergies;

· Plan a course of action that facilitates the improved creation, access and dissemination of spatial data and information in the region;

· Plan for the establishment, consolidation, and strengthening of spatial data infrastructures in the region;

· Evaluate the support and technical assistance the USAID-funded MACGA project can provide to national institutions and geospatial initiatives;

TENTATIVE AGENDA

DAY 1. Friday, November 21st 

Morning Session (8:30 AM – 12:30 PM)

Welcoming words by Senacyt, USAID, and EDC officials.

Presentantions (25 minutes each – with 5 minutes of questions and discussion)
1. Presentation: The Mesoamerican Environmental Information System (SIAM).
By: To be decided.

2. Presentation: The WB-CCAD-NASA geographic initiative in support of the Mesoamerican Biological Corridor: the development of 18 spatial data layers.
By: Rafael Guillen, CCAD-WB consultant.

3. Presentation: NASA projects and initiatives in Central America.
By: Daniel Irwin, NASA (to be confirmed).

4. Presentation: Permanent Committee for the Spatial Data Infrastructure for the Americas (CP-IDEA): Review of plans and on-going activities.
By: Francisco Hansen, INEGI, Secretary CP-IDEA

5. Presentation: Pan-American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH): Review of plans and on-going activities.
By: to be decided.

6. Presentation: National Spatial Data Infrastructures.
By: Keith Tackery, FGDC.

7. Presentation: The development of National Spatial Data Infrastructures: the case of Central America.
By: Diego Pedreros, EDC.

Lunch, 12:30 – 1:30, at SENACYT

Afternoon Session (1:30 PM – 6 PM)

8. Presentation: The DOT-COM Alliance by USAID and the Academy for Educational Development (AED).
By: Sergio Ramirez, DOT-COM 

9. 10 Presentation: The Mesoamerican Biological Corridor.
By: to be decided.

10. Presentation: Landuse/cover mapping in Central America using the Corine methodology.
By: to be decided.

11. Presentation: The establishment of Internet Map Server to facilitate specialty coffee marketing and certification in Costa Rica, Guatemala, and the Dominican Republic.
By: Eric van Praag

12. Presentation: The USAID Proarca project.
By: To be decided.

13. Presentation: Regional and national spatial initiatives by CATIE.
By: To be decided.

14. Presentation: The U.S. National Geodetic Survey: opening up possibilities for Latin American countries to interact with the NGS.
By: Dave Doyle and Thomas Soler, U.S. National Geodetic Survey.

15. Presentation: NIMA and the Americas.
By: John Gates, NIMA.

DAY 2. Saturday, November 22nd 

Morning Session (8:30 AM – 12:30 PM)
Break in groups to discuss the following topics:

· Pilot projects and draft workplan.

· Core data sets and standards.

· Capacity-building and promotion.

· Framework for MACGA collaboration.

· Funding and institutional issues.

Lunch, 12:30 – 1:30, at SENACYT

Afternoon Session (1:30 PM – 6 PM)
Work group presentations (20 minutes each).

Assemblage of documents with the recommendations and actions identified by the work groups.

Formation of a work group to prepare a project proposal, and an editing committee to prepare meeting proceedings.

Identification of funding sources.

Future plans.

Please confirm assistance and provide detailed itinerary to Eric van Praag, Phone: 58-212-793.48.26 (Venezuela), vanpraag@usgs.gov.

