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For the sixth year in a row, the 2025/26 wet season began with
below-average precipitation, above-average temperature, and
deficit soil moisture conditions throughout the country

Key Messages

e The ENSO diagnostic discussion predicts weak La Nifa conditions during December 2025 - February 2026. Then, there
is a 61% chance of a transition to ENSO-neutral conditions during January-March 2026, and a 60% to 75% likelihood
of those conditions persisting through May-July 2026.

e CHIRPS-GEFS based short-term cumulative precipitation forecast from October 1, 2025 to December 5, 2025
indicates cumulative precipitation deficits on the order of 25-50 mm are most likely in the northern, central,
northeastern, eastern, and southeastern parts of the country. Certain isolated areas within the northeast and central
regions may experience cumulative precipitation deficits ranging from 50 to 100 mm by December 5, 2025. In the rest
of the country, cumulative precipitation deficits on the order of 10 to 25 mm are expected by December 5, 2025.

e The Copernicus Climate Change Services (€3S) precipitation forecast for December 2025 - February 2026 calls for
average conditions.

e The North American Multi-Model Ensemble (NMME) temperature forecast indicates persistent above average
temperatures through May 2026.

e The forecast for above average temperatures through May 2026 may lead to less-than-average snow water volume
(SWV) accumulations as a result of precipitation occurring as rain instead of snow during winter in many basins.

e As per field informants, steady progress of irrigated winter wheat planting, supported mainly by ground and surface
water, has been reported. On the other hand, rainfed winter wheat planting has been significantly reduced due to
below average cumulative precipitation conditions from the beginning of the 2025/26 wet season.

e Increased spring wheat sowing is highly likely by the end of March 2026 as average precipitation conditions are
expected from February 2026 onwards. This is expected to compensate for the shortfalls in winter wheat planted areas
in some parts of the country.

e As of the reporting date, soil moisture conditions are worse than last season in most pastoral zones. Current below
average soil moisture conditions have put rangelands under stress. Forecasts for below average precipitation and
above average temperature conditions till February 2026 suggest further deterioration of rangeland vegetation,
especially in the lowlands during spring and summer months.

The information provided in this report is not official U.S. Government FEWS NET Afghanistan
information and does not represent the views or positions of the U.S. afghanistan@fews.net
Department of State or the U.S. Government. www.fews.net/asia/Afghanistan



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/CDB/Forecast/forecast.shtml
https://data.chc.ucsb.edu/products/Early_Estimates/v3/Seasonal_Rainfall/with_forecast/asia_central_and_south/oct_to_may/pngs/Anomaly_Current.png
https://climate.copernicus.eu/charts/packages/c3s_seasonal/products/c3s_seasonal_spatial_mm_rain_1m?area=area09&base_time=202510010000&type=tsum&valid_time=202601010000
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/international/nmme/probabilistic_seasonal/nmme_tmp2m_probabilistic.shtml#CENTRAL%20ASIA
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Figure 1. CHIRPS season precipitation anomaly (mm)
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October 1 — December 5, 2025 Source: UCSB CHC

Light green to violet colors indicate cumulative October precipitation above normal (mm) while light
brown to red colors indicate cumulative precipitation below normal (mm)

F EWS N ET | Famine Early Warning Systems Network 2



Afghanistan Seasonal Monitor November 26, 2025

Figure 2. Climate Change Service (C3S) multi-system seasonal precipitation forecast probabilities for
December 2025 through February 2026 as of November 1, 2025
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Figure 3. Climate Change Service (C3S) multi-system seasonal temperature forecast probabilities (2 m
temperature) for December 2025 through February 2026 as of November 1, 2025.
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Light yellow to red indicates the likelihood of warmer than average temperatures in the upper tercile, while cyan
to dark blue indicates the likelihood of cooler than averaae temperatures in the lower tercile
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Figure 4. November 11 — 20, 2025, eVIIRS (375 m) percent of mean NDVI (2012-2021) for rangeland
agricultural areas.
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Light yellow to brown indicates below-average normal NDVI in the lower tercile, while light green to dark green
indicate above-average NDVI in the upper tercile

About Seasonal Monitor

season(s). Seasonal Monitors report updates on weather events (e.g., rainfall patterns) and associated impacts on ground conditions (e.g., cropping conditions, pasture, and water availability), as well

FEWS NET's Seasonal Monitor reports are produced for Central America and the Caribbean, West Africa, East Africa, Central Asia, and Somalia every 10-to-30 days during the region’s respective rainy
as the short-term rainfall forecast. Find more remote sensing information here.
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https://fews.net/topics/agroclimatology

